
Articles of Incorporation of River Valley Area Community Gardens, Inc.  

The undersigned, a majority of whom are citizens of the United States, desiring to form a Non-

Profit Corporation under the Non-Profit Corporation Law of the State of Wisconsin, do hereby 

certify: 

Article I. Name 

The name of the Corporation shall be River Valley Area Community Gardens, Inc., hereinafter 

known as the “RVACG.” 

Article II. Duration 

The period of duration of the RVACG is perpetual. 

Article III. Purpose 

The RVACG is a non-profit corporation and shall operate exclusively for charitable and 

educational purposes, including for such purposes, the making of distributions to organizations 

that qualify as exempt organizations under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code, or the 

corresponding section of any future federal tax code. Such purposes of the RVACG shall be 

outlined within the Mission Statement within the RVACG Bylaws. 

The RVACG’s charitable purpose is to increase equitable access to the multiple social, 

environmental and health resources brought by a community garden environment to individuals, 

families, and individual municipalities within River Valley School District. The RVACG’s 

charitable purpose includes – but is not limited to – granting allotments of land to local residents 

who would otherwise be unable to access for the cultivation of food; donating produce to local 

food banks in order to increase awareness for the less fortunate, and, to bring awareness to food 

insecurity within the United States; and, cultivating heritage food crops, in order to preserve 

flavors and food customs derived from such quality produce and to ensure genetic diversity of 

said valuable food crops. 

The RVACG’s educational purpose is to offer instruction on the principles and practices 

associated with organic gardening, harvest preservation techniques, cultivation of food crops, 

and sustainable land management that prioritizes ecological biodiversity while still maintaining 

adequate yields. The RVACG’s education purpose includes – but is not limited to – 

multigenerational team building and leadership training through organized work activities; 

garden tours open to residents and local schools that encourage community engagement and 

promote healthfulness through gardening activities; seminars and other forums for learning on a 

range of topics related to botany, crop science, horticulture, plant pathology, and soil biology as 

well as soil physiology; the curation – identification, cataloging, preservation, and exhibition – of 

the RVACG’s horticultural collections; and, the acquisition and support of undergraduate and 

graduate research studies conducted on the garden site. 

Article IV. Non Profit Nature 

Section One: Description 



The RVACG is organized exclusively for charitable and educational purposes. No part of the net 

earnings of the corporation shall inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to its members, 

trustees, officers, or other private persons, except that the corporation shall be authorized and 

empowered to pay reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and 

distributions in furtherance of the purposes set forth in the third Article hereof. 

Section Two: Personal Liability 

No officer or director of this corporation shall be personally liable for the debts or obligations of 

the RVACG of any nature whatsoever, nor shall any of the property of the officers or directors 

be subject to the payment of debts or obligations incurred by this corporation. 

Section Three: Dissolution 

Upon the dissolution of the RVACG, the Board of Directors after paying or making provision for 

the payment of all the liabilities of the RVACG, shall dispose of all the assets of the RVACG 

exclusively for the purposes of the RVACG in such manner, or to such organization or 

organizations organized and operated exclusively for the charitable, educational, or cultural 

purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under the section 

501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provisions of any future 

United States Internal Revenue Law) as the Board of Directors shall determine. Any such assets 

not so disposed of shall be disposed of by the court of competent jurisdiction of the county in 

which the principal office of the RVACG is located, exclusively for such purposes or to such 

organization or organizations as said court shall determine to be organized and operated 

exclusively for such purposes. 

Section Four: Prohibited Dissolutions 

No part of the net earnings, or properties of this corporation, on dissolution or otherwise, shall 

inure to the benefit of, or be distributable to, its members, directors, officers or other private 

person or individual, except that the RVACG shall be authorized and empowered to pay 

reasonable compensation for services rendered and to make payments and distributions in 

furtherance of the purposes set forth in the third Article hereof. 

Section Five: Restricted Activities 

No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall be the carrying on of propaganda, or 

otherwise attempting to influence legislation, and the corporation shall not participate in, or 

intervene in (including the publishing or distribution of statements) any political campaign on 

behalf of or in opposition to any candidate for public office. Notwithstanding any other provision 

of these articles, the corporation shall not carry on any other activities not permitted to be carried 

on (a) by a corporation exempt from federal income tax under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 

Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code, or (b) by a 

corporation, contributions to which are deductible under section 170(c)(2) of the Internal 

Revenue Code, or the corresponding section of any future federal tax code. 

 



Article V. Board of Directors 

Section One: Governance 

The RVACG shall be governed by its Board of Directors. 

Section Two: Initial Directors 

The initial directors of the RVACG shall, among them, serve the roles of President, Secretary, 

and Treasurer. 

Section Three: Composition 

The Board of Directors shall consist of no less than three and no more than fifteen directors. All 

directors shall be selected by and coopted onto the Board of Directors. An odd number of seats 

shall always be allocated to the Board of Directors. 

If the Board of Directors consists of only three directors, then those three directors shall, among 

them, fill the roles of the Corporation’s President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

All directors serve terms of “good behavior,” meaning for the duration of one’s natural life, or, 

until resignation, removal from office, or permanent incapacity. 

Section Four: Officers 

This Corporation shall have the offices of President, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

The President, Secretary, and Treasurer shall be selected by and from the members of the Board 

of Directors at the annual meeting. 

As with the other directors, the officers of the RVACG serve terms of good behavior. 

It is permitted for the President, Secretary, or Treasurer to fulfill the role and responsibilities of 

another officer. 

Section Five: Bylaws 

In pursuit of these Articles, the said Corporation – by and through its Board of Directors – shall 

create and approve a series of Bylaws that describe the organization’s governance and 

procedures. 

Section Five: Amendments to the Articles of Incorporation 

Any amendment to these Articles shall be approved by a two-thirds majority of the Board of 

Directors. 

Article VI. Addresses of Corporation 

Section One: Introduction 



The place in this state where the initial principal office of the Corporation is to be located is the 

Town of Spring Green, Sauk County.  

Section Two: Mailing Address 

The mailing address of initial principal office shall be: 

River Valley Area Community Gardens 

P.O. Box 611 

Spring Green, WI 53588 

Section Three: Street Address 

The street address of initial principal office shall be: 

River Valley Area Community Gardens 

E5815 Jones Road 

Spring Green, WI 53588 

Article VII. Appointment of Registered Agent 

Section One: Initial Registered Agent 

The initial registered agent of the RVACG shall be Noah McVay. 

Section Two: Street Address 

The street address of the office of aforementioned registered agent shall be E5815 Jones Road, 

Spring Green, Wisconsin, 53588. 

Article VIII. Incorporators 

Section One: List of Incorporators 

The incorporators of the corporation are as follows: 

1. Noah McVay (President and Treasurer), E5815 Jones Road, Spring Green, WI 53588 

2. Sheryl McCarville (Secretary), E5815 Jones Road, Spring Green, WI 53588 

3. Blair Anderson (Director at-Large), E5566 Jones Road, Spring Green, WI 53588 

Section Two: Draftee of Document 

This document was drafted by Noah McVay. Contact information is as follows: 

 Noah McVay 



 E5815 Jones Road 

 Spring Green, WI 53588 

 Phone: (608) 588-2518 

 Email: noah.mcvay2@gmail.com 

Article IX. Certification of Adoption of Articles of Incorporation 

We, the undersigned, do hereby certify that the above stated Articles of Incorporation of River 

Valley Area Community Gardens, Inc. were approved by a majority of the Board of Directors on 

the ______ day of __________, 2015, and constitute a complete copy of the Articles of 

Incorporation of River Valley Area Community Gardens, Inc. (Incorporated). 

Noah McVay – President, Treasurer 

E5815 Jones Road     ________________________________ 

Spring Green, WI 53588     Incorporator’s Signature 

 

Sheryl McCarville – Secretary 

E5815 Jones Road     ________________________________ 

Spring Green, WI 53588     Incorporator’s Signature 

 

Blair Anderson – Director at-Large 

E5566 Jones Road     ________________________________ 

Spring Green, WI 53588     Incorporator’s Signature 
 


