Garden Plots Policy

Gardeners after the 2022 season shall be limited to renting a maximum of 2 plots. Gardeners with more
than 2 plots rented prior to the 2023 season are grandfathered into renting those plots unless there are
weed control issues.

All garden plots shall be used for personal not commercial use. Extra produce may be put into the kiosk
on Westmor.

A variety of plots shall be available to rent. Plots shall measure 20 x 20 or the equivalent of 400 square
feet, 10 x 20 or the equivalent of 200 square feet, or 10 x 10 of the equivalent of 100 square feet.

Gardeners shall practice organic and sustainable garden techniques.

Gardeners shall leave a margin of a minimum of 1 foot from the interior boundary of their plot around all
4 sides to allow for plant growth and walk space.

Gardeners shall manage the weeds and grasses within and around their plots.

It is highly recommended that a layer of cardboard with a layer of 6 to 12 inches of staw / marsh hay on
top be placed in the larger open areas of a plot. Newspapers, cardboard, and straw / marsh hay may be
used between plants or hills of plants. Gardeners who choose not to mulch gardens must realize that they
need to tend to their gardens several times a week to mitigate weeds.

Tall plants that grow over 3 ft or plants grown on trellises need to be planted so that they do not cast a
shadow on a neighbor’s plot.

Gardeners shall be responsible for mowing the margins of their plots. Gardeners within each section may
want to share the responsibility of mowing the margins of their section of plots.

Gardeners should not enter another gardener’s plot unless invited or given permission.

Gardeners may amend the soil in their plots either with manure / compost provided by the Gardens or the
Gardener may provide their own organic amendments. Gardeners can refer to the Gardening Guidelines
for acceptable soil amendments.

Gardeners who do not expect to return the following season should leave the plot tidy at the end of the
season for the next gardener. Returning gardeners may leave gardening equipment in their plot/s if fall or
spring tilling is not requested. Any equipment that may fly away in winter winds needs to be weighted or
anchored down.

Vacations, Medical emergencies, etc.

If a Gardener is going on a lengthy vacation or has a medical emergency, the Gardener should ask a
neighboring Gardener or the Superintendent or Registrar for help maintaining the plot until the
Gardener’s return.



Forfeiture of Plot

Plot forfeiture is a Gardener’s intentional relinquishing of their rights to work that plot/s for the season.

If the Gardener/s responsible for a plot can no longer care for it, the Gardener/s shall notify a Board
member of his/her/their intent to relinquish the plot at any time.

Abandonment of Plot

An abandoned plot is a plot that does not appear as if it is being worked including planted or cared for.

Prior to declaring a plot as abandoned, the Board shall make every attempt to contact the Gardener
responsible for the plot regarding the condition of the assigned plot-beginning June 1.

The following steps will be used to determine if a plot shall be declared abandoned:

The Board President or another Board Member shall attempt to contact the Gardner at least three (3)
times by telephone, email and by any other means listed on the Gardening contract.

o Messages shall be left when making contact by phone but every attempt shall be made to
physically talk to the Gardener.
e The Gardener should be given adequate time to respond as determined by the Board.

If the Board is unable to make contact after 3 attempts and 3 weeks then the plot shall be declared
abandoned.

Refund of Plot Fees

The Board shall make a decision on refunding the plot fee on a case by case basis.
Conflicts

Conflicts between gardeners shall first be discussed between the gardeners. If there is no resolution to the
conflict, the Gardener with the complaint shall notify a Board Member.

Reclaiming Plots for Garden Use

The ultimate authority of what each plot is used for is determined by the Board. Therefore the Board has
the right to reclaim a plot for Garden projects or needs in the following year. The displaced Gardener/s
will receive another plot/s for the following year.
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